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Conversational Partners for JDS Students

Hisayo Yokobayashi

< Abstract>

This is a report about the volunteer experiences of Seinan Jogakuin University students during
their summer vocations from 2003 to 2008 as conversation partners for JDS (Japanese Grant Aid
for Human Resource Development) students. JDS students study regular morning Japanese lessons.
JDS students and Japanese students chat for about one hour in the lobby of JICA Center in Yahata,
Kitakyushu. The writer asked these volunteers to write a daily journal and complete a questionnaire
at the end of every summer program. It is clear that these Seinan Jogakuin University students
learned a lot from this experience.

Keywords: JDS students, conversational partners, volunteer experiences,learning from interaction,
multicultural perceptions

Department of Tourism, Faculty of Humanities, Seinan Jo Gakuin University

_84_



