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The Musical Education of the Children of A7rishitan

Megumi Kanaya®, Kohji Ueda™

< Abstract>

At the end of the 16th century, Westerners came over to Japan and introduced Western civilization.
In 1549, a Jesuit missionary named Xavier began to propagate Christianity in Japan, and the music
indispensable to church services of Christianity was taught to Japanese children. In various parts
of the Kyushu area and Azuchi, seminaries (seminarios) were established, and there the children of
Kirishitan, or the Japanese Christians at that early stage, were given an education equivalent to one in
European seminaries, singing in Latin and playing the Western musical instruments. The quality and
effect of the education was proved by the Boy Envoys, who were dispatched to Europe in the Tensho
period (to be abridged as ‘Boy Envoys’). The four chosen boys departed from Nagasaki as Boy Envoys
in 1582, arrived in Portugal in 1584, visited successively places in Spain and Italy, and were given
blessings and welcomes on the way. They visited Rome just at the time when the Spanish singers
(called ‘castrati’), who sang in the treble key, began to appear in the choirs of Catholic churches.
There remains a precious document that records the conversation, in which one of the Boy Envoys
observed the comparison of Western music with that of traditional Japan. The authors also intend to
examine the point of contact between the Boy Envoys and castrati in this document and the historical
background to this meeting.

Keywords: children, Kirishitan, education, Western music, the Tensho Boy Envoys to Europe
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