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Establishment and Developmental Process of Community Work by
“Parents as a Party” of People with Disabilities : Based on
an Examination of “Parents as a Party” Group Models of
a Pioneering Non-Profit Welfare Organization

Kuniko Tsuzan

< Abstract>

The author considered the models of establishment and the developmental processes of community
work by “parents as a party” for people with developmental disabilities. Also the characteristics of
their practices were examined, and the meanings of community work by “parents as a party” were
considered, through the case analysis of such groups.

In this paper, based on an interview with the founder of pioneering non-profit welfare organization,
by examining and developing the framework of a self-help group, establishment and developmental
process of the group was analyzed, and the “parents as a party” group models of non-profit welfare
organizations were considered. Results showed that one of the important elements of sustainability of
the group was including other group members, as well as the functions of self-help groups. In addition,
the study of how their practices and policies were related to the readers’ orientations and experiences
of a “parent as a party”, and the meaning of “parent as a party” practices were considered.

Keywords: non-profit welfare organization, parents as a party, community work, self-help group,
establishment and development process
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