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A Study on the Diversification of Gaming Experiences

Shuichi Sugitani

< Abstract >

The evolution of computer games has allowed players to make selections of complex rules and
the processing of their consequences. It led to the expansion of the game’s narrative, but consuming
the narrative provided as a scenario is not the only way to enjoy a game. The player experience is
not limited to the game, but extends to many other situations. Although the history of live game
streaming is not long, it is growing rapidly and is becoming increasingly popular in recent years.
Game streaming is an activity in which a player’s live gameplay is broadcast via the Internet and
shared with other viewers. This paper examines the nature of the gaming experience through a case
study of live game streaming.

In live game streaming, viewers participate in the activity using text chat. The game streamer
reads in-game texts aloud and puts his goals, decisions, and preferences into words for the viewers
depending on the situation. By connecting the voice information with the screen information,
audiences can understand the game situations. The game streamer responds to each chat carefully,
and this incorporates the viewers as a part of the gameplay. In addition to game information, we can
find that various jokes and pranks are played in the chat.

Gameplay may be halted in situations where participants share a clear goal, such as confronting a
difficult situation while the game progresses. In this case, the difference in roles and control between
the game streamer and the viewers becomes smaller, and the quantity and quality of interaction
increases. Peer episodes created through interaction are another form of gaming experience.

Keywords: gaming experience, rule, interaction, live game streaming, viewers
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