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Review of Literature about “Problem after Parents’ Deaths” in Families of
People with Developmental Disabilities

Kuniko Tsuzan

< Abstract >

This paper reviews the available literature about "problems after parents’ deaths" in families of
people with disabilities and presents perspectives and frameworks for examining the support system
for these families. The literature was categorized into (1) notes / papers by the parties concerned, (2)
papers focusing on the factors that cause the “problem after parents’ deaths” to continue, (3) papers
on issues / needs of “problems after parents’ deaths”, and (4) papers about support / support system
for families with “problems after parents’ deaths”, and (5) papers on “problems after parents’ deaths”
in families of people with developmental disabilities, followed by an analysis of them. Regarding
future issues, we will (1) conduct research into the issues and needs about “problems after parents’
deaths” with persons with developmental disabilities and their parents, and clarify the factors behind
the issues, and (2) conduct research on support services for “maintenance of basic life” and for
“improvement of quality of life / self-realization”, and consider services and support for families of
people with developmental disabilities related to "problems after parents’ deaths", and (3) consider
the roles of the parties concerned.

Keywords: families of people with developmental disabilities, problems after parents’ deaths,
support systems, party organization, review
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