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Social Networking Approach in Foreign Language Education

Shinichiro Yokomizo *

< Abstract >

No matter what the target language is, foreign language teachers need to be able to answer the
question of “What is the goal of your teaching?” This study explored and examined the Social
Networking Approach (SNA) proposed by Dr. Yasu-hiko Tohsaku, which claims that the final goal of
foreign language education is transformation (Ningen-keisei).

As a result, it became clear that (1) SNA aims to acquire key competencies needed for the 21™
century, (2) SNA gives its first priority to connection (tsunagari), (3) SNA is NOT a teaching method,
therefore its practices should be developed by teachers at their own teaching environment, and
(4) SNA has been established by backward design. SNA is expected to develop further by the
accumulation of practices within its theory and by sharing the information of achievements and
possible concerns.

Keywords: key competencies, connection, backward design
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