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A Study of the Challenges and Prospects of Elementary School
Foreign Language Activities

Kaori Ota

< Abstract >

Analyzing the results of the “Foreign Language Activities in Elementary Schools Questionnaire
Survey” conducted at all 135 elementary schools in Kitakyushu City (number of valid responses: 90
schools, effective response rate: 66.7%), this study considers the results and challenges of foreign
language activities at elementary schools under the current course of study, made compulsory in
2011.

English education in Japan’s elementary schools has undergone significant changes in recent
years. This study surveys and summarizes the implementation of foreign language activities in
elementary schools under the current course of study, clarifies the results and issues surrounding
foreign language activities, and makes significant contributions to discussions regarding future
prospects prior to full implementation of the new Course of Study in the fiscal year 2020.

The survey, “Foreign Language Activities in Elementary Schools Questionnaire,” was conducted in
the form of a mail questionnaire, prompting responses to multiple choice and long-form (descriptive)
questions on topics such as “foreign language activity instructors,” “ALT utilization,” “foreign
language activity class contents,” “learning materials used in foreign language activities,” “foreign

»

language activities awareness,” and “issues related to foreign language activities.” According to the
survey, a total of 97% (87 schools out of 90 schools) responded “there are issues” with regards to
foreign language activities in elementary schools. While most elementary schools experience issues
with foreign language activities, it became clear that classroom teachers and ALTs are working
hard in order to create a foundation for children’s English language proficiency through repeated
ingenuity and effort in lessons. This paper focuses on voices in the field to identify issues regarding
foreign language activities. Based on the results of these questionnaires, this study aims to contribute

to the further enhancement and improvement of English education in the future.

Keywords: elementary school foreign language activities, questionnaire survey,
ALT (Assistant Language Teacher) utilization, specialized subject teachers,
issues related to foreign language activities
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