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Preschoolers’ Understanding of Their Friends’ Emotional Characteristics:
Prediction of Other s Emotional Reactions
in Contlicting and Empathetic Situations.

Takaaki HARA

Abstract

The present paper examined preschool children's understanding of their friends’ emotional characteristics.
In Study 1, twenty-nine 6-year-old children were asked their <friends™ and <acquaintances™ emotional

reactions i various situations, such as conflicting (accident and hostility) situations,

There were no

meaningful differences in the manner of prediction of the subjects’ peers whether the peer were <friends> or

<acquaintances>  Then in Study 2 subjects were asked their <friends’™ and <acquaintances™ emotional
reactions in empathetic (positive and negative) situations. In positive situations, the subjects showed no
meaningful differences whether peers were <friends> or <acquaintances>. In negative situations, however, the
subjects expected their <friends™> empathetic reactions in negative situations. These findings show that
friendship is not significant to preschool children in conflicting situations, but that it is significant to them in

empathetic situations. In particular, when preschool children have negative fealings, the children expect their

friends to have the same feelings.
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Table 2 EIGH - HRUSMICH Y BB FR1-2-30FHER

Situations Prediction 1 Prediction 2 Pr@diction 3

Mean (8SD) Mean (SD) Mean (SD)

Conflicting Accident -0.05(2.32) 1.00 (1.88) 0.33 (1.83)
Hostility -0.43 (2.50) -0.33 (2.34) 0.24 (2.22)

Empathetic Pogsitive 1.67 (1.89) 1.05 (1.96) 1.19 (2.20)
Negative -1.48 (1.50) -0.33 (1.96) -1.05 (1.94)

Note 1. Prediction 1 is friends' emotional reactions toward selves.

Note 2. Prediction 2 is acquaintances' emotional reactions toward selves.
Note 3. Prediction 3 is friends' emotional reactions toward acquaintances.
Note 4. Subjects rated emotional reactions from -3 (very angry) to 3 (very sad) in conflicting sifuations.
Note 5. Subjects rated emotional reactions from -3 (very sad) to 3 (very happy) in empathetic situations,
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