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Practice-based Research about Team Teaching in
Early Childhood Education, Part 2:
Team teaching in Childcare Utilizing Teachers'
Individual characteristics

Yoko SHiMIZU, Risa KANEKO and Hisako NAKASHIMA

Abstract

"Fhis study focuses on how the character and contents of a kindergarten teacher's caring for and educating
children develops under the influence of the other teachers' working together. The purpose was to study the
practice of team teaching in childcare utilizing teachers' individual characteristics.

The care of & four-year-eld child and its formative activities were examined in a team teaching situation.
From the results it was concluded that teachers require a significant amount of experience in childcare to
recognize other teachers' childearing characteristics of the childeare contents and to understand and empathize
with the results of educational materials made by other teachers. In reality, however, there are often many
new teachers in a group of teachers, as well as large differences i experience between new and long-serving
teachers, so teachers may find it difficult to recognize the characteristics of other teachers' practicing childeare.
However, even if feachers cannot understand the intention or meaning of what peers are doing at the beginning
of practicing team teaching, mutual understanding is expected to increase as they work together. In the future,
teachers should evaluate themselves as to whether they are a good pariner who feels empathy for other
teachers while practicing team teaching in childcare, and find ways to work together better in cooperation with
one another.
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