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The Correlation between Field Practice and Ideal Nursery Teacher's Image
Takaaki HARA

Abstract

This study examined relationships between field practice and students’ ideal nursery teacher's image.
Using a single-adjective semantic differential technique, students” ideal nursery teacher's image was examined
in 489 carly childhood education and care department female students. 162 students who experienced field
practice equal to or more than 30 day were cafled Field Practice Experience Group A 166 students who
experienced a [0 day field practice were called Field Practice Experience Group B 161 students who didn't
experience a practice were called No Field Practice Experience Group. As a result of factor analysis, the three
types of factors "Nurturing", "Mental Strength" and "Moderately" were extracted. Two results were seen:
1y"Nurturing” factor was most important for a nursery teacher to have among these early childheod education
and care department students, and 2) ficld practice experience makes these students' ideal nursery teacher's

image clearer.
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