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...... 1t would be better for men

To be few and live apart, where none could infest
another; then slowly the sanity of field and
mountain

And the cold ocean and glittering stars might enter

their minds.
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And perhaps most important of all, it proposes as
agriculture based upon intensive work, local energies,
care, and long-living conumunities, that is, to state the

matter from a consumers' point of view; a
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dependable, long-term food supply.
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When they said, “I know that my Redeemer liveth,”
1 told them, “He's dead.” And when they told me,
“God is dead,” 1answered, "Hc goes fishing every

day in the Kentucky River. I see Him often.”
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What [ know of spirit astir

in the world. The god I have always expected
to appear at the woods' edge, beckoning,

I have always expected to be

A great relisher of this world, its good

Grown immeortal in his mind.
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Your Sabbath, Lord, thus keeps us by
Your will, not ours, And it is fit

Our only choice should be to die

Into that rest, or out of if.

(k. SletzERGEREEO TR HR

ROBECE 2 TIDL I EHATHE
T BABKTERI LR BATHOAA
Ko Th 2 &T,)

TATRHONLord (F) DEDELIZH V., “that rest”
(38) TIALBEREBOTHLHEND,

ST, 1979 - OF T "Maker” @ELET) 13 “all
his creatures” (¥ TOHALEW) 285 /%
“Creation’s seventh sunrise” (FliE® 7 H#% DKV
KHREEBTONEELI D, FOIENLMLOE
(ARDHIZEMICED, KicHzIhiekanEER
LEE] THD, 1979~ VUI T, FOLHIZLTA
DI ENAHHS, BRNSHES O TIED &
7Bt 85 I3 AOEER O AMOT B BRO
WHEC LT LU ko EBRAHSOH REERERL T

5,

LI L IROATH M, FIIRIHRMNES
NODITHAMOFRITRETH S E W) 17435,
HEH5EETICHHT S,

And live as the Creation sings
In covert, two clear notes
And waits; then two clear answerings

Come from more distant throats
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Who makes a clearing makes a work of art,
The true world's Sabbatﬁ trees in festival
Around it. And the stepping stream, a part
Of Sabbath also, flows past, by its fall
Made musical, making the hillslope by

Its fall, and still at rest in falling, song
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Rising. The field is made by hand and eye,

By daily work, by hope outreaching wrong,

And yet the Sabbath, parted, still must stay

In the dark mazings of the soil no hand

May light, the great Life, broken, makes its way

Along the stemmy footholds of the ant.
Bewildered in our timely dwelling place,

Where we arrive by work, we stay by grace.
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Nature in English Literature:
On Wendell Berry's Sabbath Poems

Kyoko Nishimura

< Abstract >

British and American nature poets deny anthropocentricism which has its basis on the words of Genesis
Chapter I, because they consider the fact that human beings have been destroying nature in their exploitation of
it as an atrocity. They say human race is only part of nature and has no right to ravage it. The nature poets find
the sublime in not only animals and plants, but even in some nonliving things such as stones and rocks.

Wendell Berry, a farmer-poet who lives on a farm in Kentucky, uses biblical terms, such as “Sabbath”,
“Creation” and “mystery” in his poetry. Berry, who finds deep relationship between religion and language,
does not forfeit religious connotation of those words, but adds other meanings to them. He, as his co-poets do,
recognizes divinity in natural things such as hills and fields, trees and water. Thus “Sabbath” becomes “a

sabbath of woods” in his poems.

Key words: Sabbath, eco-economy, farmer-poet, anthropocentricism, inhumanism
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