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Achievement of the Category in Children’'s Play

Shuichi Sugitani

< Abstract >

The goal in this paper is to examine how children’s play is constituted among the members. We have
to set the analysis unit of play activitics. The episode in a play is suitable for the analysis unit because we
want to study the aspect that will be a direction of interaction separates from a routine.
We should become prudent to use of the terms calied a rule or a norm in order to avoid making a conception
of structure substantial. For that purpose we examine a term, membership categorization that is used in the
discipline of ethnomethodology. When a certain member present his / her membership category, another
members accept or reject the category. On the other hand these acceptances or rejections suppose their
membership categories. In fact we don’t perform according to existing categories. Our social interaction produces
membership categorization.

When we applied membership categorization to an episode in a play, categorization process did not often
appear. At the same time, this conclusion means that the conception is important to analyze the process of
play. It has the potential to analyze the ambiguity of play. Additionally the category that have not been
achieved through an interaction may be highly significant on the perspective of child development.

Key Words: play membership categorization ethnomethodology ambiguity episode




