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Development of Civic Learning Activities in Cooperation with a Unjversity
: An Example of a “Chikuho (Area) Seminar”

Maki Higuchi

< Abstract >

The present paper aims to examine the learning opportunities and the learning supports of Kinki Uni-
versity for the local residents of Chikuho who will assume the responsibility for the future of their com-
munity. This study looks at the case of "the Seminar of Chikuho” and the initiative of the local citizens
in cooperation with the university.

The results of the analysis are as follows:
1) This seminar involves participative and creative learning activities, which attaches importance to free
thinking.
2) They have been learning under the theme of local issues such as environmental clean-up and placing em-
phasis on dialogue.
3) Members have planned and managed their own programs and activities, taking advantage of the learn-
ing support by the university. '
4) As members have put into practice what they have learned, the local districts have succeeded in build-
ing up a new network and various community development activities have increased.

It is clear that these activities have made it possible for people to develop human resources for commu-
nity development. '

Over the last sixteen years through these learning activities and the cooperation of members of this or-
ganization, it has established its own independence while cooperating with Kinki University in an interac-

tive relationship.

Key words: participative and creative learning activities, dialogue, network, cooperation, interactive rela-
tionship




