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Denominational Identity of the Seventeenth-Century English
Baptists Observed in the Second London Confession of 1677
in Comparison with the Westminster Confession of Faith

Eiko Kanamaru

< Abstract>

On creating Second London Confession of Faith of 1677, the English Baptists of that time showed no
hesitations to borrow the order of chapters and theological expressions from the Westminster Confession
of Faith of the English Presbyterians. In spite of such a deep indebiedness to the Presbyterians, the
seventeenth-century Baptists carefully discriminated own theological orthodoxy from the Presbyterian’s
Calvinistic theology in order to comply their confession. This fact implies that the seventeenth-century
English Baptists were eager to assert their denominational distinctives through such editorial efforts. In
this paper, |1 will explore the denominational identity of the English Baptists of that time, which was ob-
served in the Second London Confession of Faith, by comparing selective chapters of the both Confessions
of Faith,




