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“Respect for Individuals” in Child Care and Child Raising
Practices: A Reconsideration from A Gender Perspective

Yasuko Mimura®™  Yumi Rikitake®*

< Abstract >

This paper sets out to explore from a gender perspective the extent to which the ideal of ‘respect for
individuals’ and ‘ individuality” is realized in childcare and child raising practices. It is based on the hypothesis
that despite a commitment among parents and careers to treating children as individuals, in practice gender
stereotypes are used as a means of social control.

This study is based on a large-scale quantitative survey of childcare and child raising practices. The
sample base is made up of 515 parents and careers of children which were chosen from parents and careers
living in Kyushu area.

The survey results revealed the following: 1) the idea of “respect for individuals’ is mediated by the
parent or careet’s own perceptions of gender, meaning that respect is for a gendered and not gender neutral
individual, 2) in reinforcing gender stereotypes, child careers and parents do not sufficiently recognize the
ways in which male and female gender are asymmetrically constructed on the basis of gender-biases, 3) child
careers and parents in their day-to-day practices reproduce gender stereotypes in children without being aware
of their own internalized gender biases.

These findings reveal a big gap between the ideal of treating every child as an individual and the reality
that every child is either treated as a boy or a girl individual. Thus, respect for individuals occurs within the
limitations of respect for a gendered individual. This suggests a need for a reconsideration of what ‘respect
for the individual’ actually means in order for child careers and parents to provide children with a learning
environment that is free from gender biases and where the individual character of each child is fully respected
and developed.

Keywords:  respect for individuals, gender bias, hidden curriculum,
gender sensitive, gender free
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