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The Problems and Prospects of Setting up
Community Planning in a Local Area
— An Example in N-district in Kitakyusyu —

Maki Higuchi

< Abstract >
The present paper aims to explore the problems and prospects of setting up a participatory community-based
plan for community development.

Administration and private sector group should give weight to “resident’s participation” and “consensus
building”, when they make plans,

In this case study, community residents took charge of planning, managing the meetings and publicity
activities. Another importaht factor is participatory community investigation, that is, local citizens investigate,
make records and prepare reference materials by themselves.

The results of the analysis are as follows:

1) When local citizens have a growing concern about their own community, participants and volunteers
in community festivities have increased.

2) The residents association ties to various groups have been made stronger.

3) New community leaders have been generated.

4) Community festivities have been held according to the plan.

Therefore it has become clear it is important that local residents must recognize their part as an individual

subject in the development and building of the community association as well as being a collective subject
in the process of community development.

Keywords: community residents’ participation, consensus building, participatory investigation,

individual subject, collective subject




