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The Functions of the Groups of “Parents as a Party”
as a Nationwide Organization:
A Case Study of Japan Parents' Association of Learning Disabilities

Kuniko Tsuzan

< Abstract >

This paper is intended to clarify the functions of the nationwide organization of “parents as
a party”, showing the way of management, contents of activities, and policies of administration,
through a case analysis of the Japan Parents’ Association of Learning Disabilities. The data
were collected through an interview survey and the related documents of the organization. The
interviewees were three group directors of this organization in 2015.

As a result, it was found that the functions of the nationwide organization were not only aimed
at a solution of the policy issues by the claim movement, research projects, and enlightenment
activities, but also promoted to subjectization of the group members by carrying on their know-how,
skills, and networks for the next generations. In addition, as needs of group members have changed,
such as the decreasing numbers of group member, this has caused the greater importance of the
promotion of subjectization. Finally, the sustainability of the group and the meaning of the changes
among “parents as a party” were discussed.

Keywords: parents as a party, developmental disability,
Japan Parents' Association of Learning Disabilities,
nationwide organization, subjectization
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