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How to overcome differences in our understanding of “Disability” ?

Kuniko Tsuzan

< Absltract >

How does each of us understand the meaning of “disability ”? In terms of the concept of “disability” ,
I have long sensed a major gap between the dominant views in our society and actual views held by those
who have disabilities. It seems quite certain that this situation produced no few disadvantages for people
with disabilities. Thus, in this paper I will demonstrate first, the nature of the dominant view regarding
disability in our society, and also that these views certainly do not treat disability in an affirmative manner.
Based on this, 1'd like to present some disability studies viewpoints aimed at sweeping away these negative
evaluations of “disability”. Then finally, I’d like to give some consideration to whether it is possible
to fill this gap in understanding between those with and without disabilities on their views of “disability” .

Keywords:  Disability, Disability studies, Narrative, Meaning




