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The Swiss Confederacy and the Swabian League

Shinichi Yanagisawa

< Abstract >

It is generally said that the Swiss Confederacy became independent of the Holy Roman Empire after
the Swabian-Swiss War of 1499, According to the general theory and giving an example of the feud between
a citizen of Bern and the city of Ulm, T.Minagawa remarks in his recent book that there was no common
authority of jurisdiction between the Swiss Confederacy out of the Empire and the Swabian League in the
Empire, and so nothing remained but political negotiation or a war to solve the conflict. And Minagawa
judges the relation of the Swiss Confederacy to the Swabian League to be the international one.

But it is a bit too hasty to conclude that there was no common authority of jurisdiction between them.
Because we can confirm these facts ; 1. The feud cited by Minagawa was settled judicially by arbitrations.
2. Some cantons which came to the Swiss Confederacy after 1495, such as Basel, were not exempted
from the High Court for a long time. 3. Sankt Gallen, a subordinate member of the Swiss Confederacy,
was depended on the High Court to stand forth and was willing to share the cost to maintain it. And
further, the commonness was stronger than the antagonism between them. Because peace was the norm
except the Swabian-Swiss War and the free cities which showed the oligarchic and authoritative tendency
were essential to both unions.

Keywords:  Swiss Confederacy, Swabian League, Swabian-Swiss War, High Court




