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Identity of Nursing: Implications for the difference in estimation of nursing ethics
between students and nurses (Part 6).

Jiro Kudo*, Hideko Oda*, Keiko Kubota**, Nariko Chuman®**

< Abstract >

It is an important assignment for the Japanese nursing colleges to establish the identity of nursing
based on materials which students were taught. Students can be stimulated by the fertile source of ideas and be
encouraged in the clinical field to accomplish their duties after graduation. We previously showed the difference
of estimation in four categories, endowments, personal behavior, social life and nursing techniques concerning
identity of nursing between students and nurses for the purpose of nursing education. In this report, we show
the difference of the estimation on 44 key words concerning ethics relating to the nursing profession,

We have made a comparison between nurses graduated from our university and students in first year
nursing course students. The most important key word they selected was allotted 10 points, the second was
9 points and so on, then every point of each key word was processed in two data bases for nurses and students,
respectively. The total point obtained by each key word was divided by the number of nurses and students,
respectively, which termed mean ethics index. To show the difference of estimation between students and
nurses, the ratio of [ nurse’s ethics index ] / [ student’s ethics index ] of each 44 key word was calculated.
The key words which had higher value among nurses than students were “to consider a patient’s emotion and
complaints”, “discipline to integrate professional knowledge”, “to consider a patient’s needs and correspond
correctly” , “to consider a patient’s dignity and sense of shame”, “to consider a patient’s individuality” ,
and “to meet with a patient modestly ” .

Two key words, “to have respect for human life” and “to consider a patient’s mind” obtained relatively
high scores from students. The key words highly evaluated by nurses, “to have over-riding concern for a
patient’, “the duty of confidentiality’, “to consider a patient’s emotion and complaints’, “to ease a patient’s
mind”, “discipline to integrates professional knowledge” and “to respect a patient’s right” were considered
to be important for making a curriculum for the university students.

Keywords:  identity, nursing education, nursing ethics, curriculum
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