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A Study of the Recent Trends in the International Travel Balance of Japan

Akio Kon,* Ichiro Iida,* Ryo Nagoya*

<Abstract>

The number of Japanese travelers visiting foreign countries has largely surpassed that of foreign
tourists coming to Japan. More than 17 million Japanese tourists visited European, American and Asian
countries, and others in 2005, while foreign tourists visiting Japan are just over 6 million in the same year.
Such a large imbalance has created a huge deficit in the International Travel Balance over many years. In
2004, the deficit reached about 3 trillion yen.

Now, the Japanese government is promoting the Visit Japan Campaign, which aims to great increase
the number of tourists to Japan to 10 million in the near future hoping a decrease in the deficit. It is
expected that this governmental Campaign will be successful in striking a better trade balance.

This thesis shows a sharp contrast in the number between inbound and outbound tourists using recent
statistical data.

Key words: number of Japanese tourists to foreign countries, number of foreign tourists visiting
Japan, international balance of tourism international balance of trade, statistics of
tourists.
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