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From Minority to Majority: Baptists in American Religious Context

Eiko Kanamaru

<Abstract>

Early American Baptists occupied a minority position in New England society for years since the
English Puritans started to build the colony. However, this status was until the Revolutionary War, On
the war, the Baptists not only supported its cause but also showed their willingness to cooperate with
the Congregationalists, who were the Colony's religious establishment, in fighting the war. What made
these two religious groups, of which social and political stance to the state was incompatibly different
from each other, to work together for the sake of the nation? Participating in the Revolationary War, the
Baptists gained respect and trust from the society that made them a majority force in the community. This
short paper will examine how this change in the American Baptist’s social status after the war affected
their self-~understanding and identity as an old dissenting group in the New England Colony.

Key words: American Christianity, Religion and Politics in New England Colony, American
Revolutionary War, Baptists, Congregationalists




