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Use of Episodes in Children’s Play for the Construction of
Boundaries in Social Interaction

Shuichi Sugitani

<Abstract>

One characteristic of children’s play is dynamic construction of boundaries in social interaction. We
often adopt the analysis of described sequences in play activity. Since a sequence which is an exchange
of utterances between conversational participants plots a process in a specific direction, a transcript is
characterized as a one-way interaction. It appears that an episode is a significant concept that has a close
relation to how children to construct boundaries for their social interaction. In this paper we examine how
children use episodes in their play.

An examination of cases makes it clear that episodes in children’s play do not necessarily have
a single theme. Several themes may continue at an uninterrupted pace and may remain latent. Such
a complex structure of episodes has a significant association with the change of boundaries in social
interaction. Another characteristic is that the members take on the way of bringing the past episodes into
the ongoing interaction as a resource. 1 label such an episode as “a unitary episode”.

A unitary episode is not only an object of recollection in play. It is a resource for jokes and fooling.
Additionally, it affects social relations of members as they reform a unitary episode. Use of unitary
episodes change the framework of social interaction significantly.

This bears some relation to openness in social interaction. Openness consists of two parts: social
and spatial openness. The former suggests that we have a tendency to accept potential interaction from
partners from a socially wide range. The later suggests that we play on a spatially wide range that often
compels us to do a difficult interaction. Future studies will focus on the relationship between unitary
episodes and openness and how this relationship that affects play as social interaction.

Key words: play, social interaction, episode, theme, openness




