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Kokoro, Natsume Souseki’s Later Main Work
—A Mental Typology

Yumi Toda

<Abstract>

I proposed in my earlier papers that Natsume Souseki’s works can be compared to a kind of "White
Paper of Grammatical Usages of Japanese Language in a Mental and Psychological Sense." 1 gave some
concrete amples of how Japanese expressions are significantry conceived and effectively applied. The
roles of the protagonists there can be focused on by examining the language expressions themselves.Also
in this work,the role of each character. "I" (the narrater),the narrator’s Mentor, "K" (the narrator’s friend)
and the Mentor’swife ——is quite significant,especially because they are concerned with the theme of
how typical Japanese people’s conceptions and expressions are made. Therefore,I would like to give my
responses to such essential inquiries as "What is Japanese "Kokoro" and what is Japanese type of love?"
by investigating is work in the context of Japanese ways of thinking and their expressions.

In Japan, "Kokoro" is Kokoro,which can not be exactry translated to be mean "mind” or "soul”. So,
the translators kept it as "Kokoro", without trying tu put it in to any English word. Generally,any nation’s
ways of living and language expressions differ from country to country.But why are they different? A
difficult question, and above alltheir way of living is an expression of themselves.lt is the expression
of their characteristic personalities.So, I would like to make an inner,,mental typology of the work
Kokoro,which can give a hint of the answer. ("[" was employed thin location .there of the brightness of
the personality most. "I" was the youngest and was the most unripe.Here is the key clearing up the real
intention to this work.)

Key words: Grammar white paper, "teacher” "K" "I" "Wife", Love and contradiction of the
individualism, the contents and a form, Japanese culture.
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