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Toward the Formation of
Principles for Christian Early Childhood Care and Education

Kazne Mizuta, Takayasu Furukawa

<Abstract>

This paper attempts to present principles of Christian early childhood care and education. First,
it clarifies several immanent problems of the postwar systems of early childhood care and education
in Japan: 1) children have not been treated with appropriate consideration in Japan; 2) the situational
changes have negatively occurred for children since the end of World War 1I. The ideas that consider
children’s growth to be the leading factor for early childhood care and education, however, already existed
when these postwar systems were established.

Then, the paper moves toward the formation of principles of the early childhood care and education.
It traces the history of Christian early childhood care and education in Japan, beginning from the phase
before the conceptual division between “kindergarten” and “nursery school” in Japan. Then, it examines
the historical trend, focusing on the tension between the dualization and the unification of these concepts.
With these examinations in mind, finally, it presents the ideas of Friedrich Froebel, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
and Robert Owen, which have been representative ideas of Christian early childhood care and education
in Japan’s history.

In conclusion, this paper proposes “Early Childhood Care and Education Motivated by Love” as the
thematic principle for early childhood care and education based on Christianity, to be an answer (o the
problems raised previously.

Key words: Christian early childhood care and education, nursery, principle, motivation, love
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