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Hisabetsu-Buraku (a particular discriminated community) and
One Primary School in the Meiji Era in the 40's

Yasuaki Shinya

< Abstract >

The discrimination against Zisabetsu-buraku (a particular discriminated community) was not
generated by inheriting the social class system itself in the so called Kawata-village. Rather it was
generated by the structure of the society through modern historical circumstances after Aa/zou-rer (the
law that abolished social discrimination) was enacted.

Those communities appeared in a different condition from the modern times as “slums” that
were referred to as lokushu-buraku. That name was penetrated in the Meiji era in the 40’s. There
was a social movement to prevent those communities turning into slums. The movement was called
the buraku improvement movement. Fukuokaken-kyourkukar had acknowledged the necessity of
education for the children in the slum communities. But it was after Russo-Japanese War that an
article appeared in the newsletter of the Fukuokaken-kyouikukar alongside the movement for Local
Community Improvement. The article was about the activities that occurred in an elementary school
in Fukuma, Munakata District to give those children opportunities to have an educations. This article
was the only report we have in this era: therefore it is a very valuable document to know about the
movement “Suraku improvement movement”.

In this thesis, I’d like to reprint and explain the article.

Keywords: Aisabetsu-buraku, buraku improvement movement, local improvement movement,
primary school, Fukuokaken-kyouikukai
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