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Housing Environment and State of Use of the House-Renovation
Subsidy Service in the Elderly

Keiko Kubota*, Takako Ando*, WNatsuka Furusho®*, Misako Yoshitake**

<Abstract>

The housing environment of community-living elderly people and the state of their use of the house-
renovation subsidy service under the care insurance system were investigated to evaluate the effectiveness
of the subsidy service for supporting the independent living of the elderly. Concemning 197 elderly
people, the bathroom, dressing room and toilet areas of their houses were investigated. We evaluated
the relationships between the time after construction of the house, age of the subject, and whether the
subject had complaints about the house and their relation to any renovation, the relationships between the
time after the construction of the house and whether it was equipped with handrails, profiles of houses of
subsidy service users, and the use of the subsidy service. The percentage of renovated houses was high in
older houses but low with subjects living alone or only with spouses. In more than half the subjects who
had not renovated their houses, the reason for not doing so was that they were satisfied with the present
situation. The subsidy service was known to 81 {41%) subjects but was used by only 13 (16%). In the
houses of these 81 subjects who knew of the subsidy service, only about 5-30% were equipped with
handrails or slip-proof devices in bathrooms, dressing rooms, or toilets. Since less than half the subjects
knew of the subsidy service, information activities should be promoted further. However, the subsidy
service under the present care insurance system has limitations on installation of care-supporting and
safety equipment, so a regvaluation of the system is necessary.

Key words: elderly people, housing environment, care insurance, house-renovation,
subsidy service
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