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Research on the Meaning of “Toy” in Childcare Centers
—Examination of the Age of Children and Toy Shapes—

Masao Uemura

<Abstract>

“Toys” exist only so that children may enjoy them.“Toys” are given by the child the education.“Toys”
with various values exist in childcare centers in Japan. But, there is a rumor that it is not good to give toys
for education. Therefore, the childcare giver offers toys to children with some intentions. The purpose of
this research classified the toys in childcare centers by age, and examined the child care givers' intentions
for the toys.

As a result, the toys that promoted physical development were offered to a lower age of child by
childeare givers. And the toys that promoted more symbolical play were offered to higher age by childcare
givers.

In a word, the childcare givers offered the toys with the intention of promoting children's growth
development, Moreover, the childcare givers were considering it so that the children might enjoy playing
by making a variety of toys.

Key words: Toy, Children, Childcare giver, Childcare center, Environment



