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The Meaning of Experience in the Welfare Field for Education of the Social Work Profession
—Through the Learning of Students who Have Completed Basic Practice of Social Work—

Takeshi Araki, Kayoko Yamamoto, Kuniko Tsuzan

<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to clarify the learning of students which they had experienced in the
welfare field, and to examine the meaning of practice for education of social work profession. Data was
collected by semi-structured interviews with 28 students who had completed basic practice of social work
in 2007. The collected data was analyzed by a qualitative analysis and clarified the contents of learning. As
a result, 10 categories were coded and refined : {the actual circumstances of welfare field} , [the actual
circumstances of users] , [awakening of attitudes and views as welfare profession| , [communication
techniques] , ['techniques of support by staff] , [pleasure with supporting people] , [confusion and
conflict] , [self-reflection and changes through experiences in the welfare field ] , [enhanced interests to
welfare professions] , [deepened understanding of the contents of lecture by the experience of practice |
and 36 sub-categories

The meaning of practice was clarified as : (1) practical understanding of the field,(2) deep understanding
of users, (3) self-reflection, (4) feeling attracted towards the welfare field.

Key words: education of social work profession, basic practice of social work, experience in
the welfare field, learning, qualitative analysis

_.52,4



