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A Study of the Actual Conditions and Problems of Social Weifare
Activities in Small Communities in Kitakyushu City

Koichiro Murayama

<Abstract>

In Kitakyushu City, social welfare councils organized by the local residents in each elementary
school district have developed social welfare activitics for small communities named “FUREAI network”
since 1993. The aim of this network is to keep an eye on the community residents who need some help,
for example, the elderly living alone, and to support them if necessary, In 2007, the Kitakyushu City
Social Welfare Council started a research project that intended to evaluate the outcomes of the “FUREAI
network™ and search for the problems of it with an academic research group that included the author.

In this paper, I discussed the actual conditions and problems of the “FUREAI network” through
examining the results of interview research which was cairied out as part of the research project described
above. As a result, it was found that there were two types of network activities, that is, the network activity
advanced by the social welfare council for itself and the one advanced by the social council developing a
close refationship with local neighborhood associations, and both types of activities involved the peculiar
merits and demerits respectively. Also, it was found that there were common problems for social welfare
councils to find out the people who needed help but were not linked to local social networks, and to
provide continuous support for them,

Key words: community development, social welfare councils, social welfare activities in small
communities, Kitakyushu City, social inclusion
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