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Discord between the German Reformation and the Swiss Reformation

Shinichi Yanagisawa

<Abstract>
Through its comment on four articles in a book entitled “ Concord and Discord between

“

the European Reformations “, this review examines concord and discord between the German
Reformation and the Swiss Reformation in the 16th century.

Lutherans in North Germany and Protestants in the cities of South-West Germany accepted
Wittenberg Concord (1536), but Protestants in Switzerland rejected it. Nonose and Iwakura
insist that their attitudes toward Wittenberg Concord brought about the following result; while
relationship between German Protestants and Swiss Protestants became discordant permanently,
relationship inside German Protestants and one inside Swiss Protestants became concordant
lastingly. On the contrary, Wada points out next remarkable facts that Swiss Protestants were not
simple, but composed of not only Zwinglians but also Lutherans and that Calvin would unite German
Protestants and Swiss Protestants and mobilize them into France to prevent persecution of French
Protestants. And Nisikawa sees movements of the Reformation in 17th and 18th centuries from a
new perspective, which puts more emphasis on transnational concord than international discord
between sects. This perspective seems beneficial to examination of relationship between the German
Reformation and the Swiss Reformation in the 16th century.

Keywords: Lutheran, Zwinglian, Bucer, Calvin, Wittenberg Concord
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