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Do “Those Who Have Done Evil” in John 5:29 Have Hope Described in v. 257?:
Does the Johannine Kerygma in 5:25 Affect the Jewish Eschatology in v. 297?

Takayasu Furukawa

<Abstract>

Despite the unity of theme, conflicting eschatological perspectives appear in 5:24-25 and 5:28-29.
Whereas 5: 24-25 presuppose a Johannine realized eschatology, 5: 28-29 resort to a Jewish traditional
end-time eschatology. Based on R. Schnackenburg’s understanding of the dead in 5:25 in a legal sense,
G. R. Beasley-Murray offered a solution to solve this incongruity in his Johannine commentary published
in 1987. Some commentaries published since then still have descriptions of this incongruity and others
leave the issue untouched; thus, this issue still remains and is not solved yet. Methodologically, first, this
paper presents the interpretative problems that the original readers might have faced based on their Jewish
traditional way of understanding the Johannine terms. Then, this paper moves to a literary interpretation
of the text and concludes that “those who have done evil” in 5:29 will equally be given hope for life as
the dead in 5:25 are given.

Key words: realized eschatology, the voice of the Son of God, hear, resurrection, judgment
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