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Examination on the acquisition of the piano playing skill in
childcare worker training
— Comparison among the method books for beginners —

Asaka Yamaji *

< Abstract >

In the process of childcaring, children learn to be sensible, expressive, and creative while expressing
themselves through music. To this end, it is essential that their mentors, i.e., childcare workers, are
themselves sensible and are capable of expressing themselves through music with joy. In recent years,
however, the number of new students without any experience on piano playing is increasing, and many
of them appear to have anxiety about piano.

The aim of the present study is to examine which method books are the most efficient and effective
for the students preparing to be childcare workers to acquire the piano playing skill. We surveyed the
method books used at various childcare worker training schools nationwide. Not only have we evaluated
their effectiveness for improving the piano playing skill, but we have also examined if they can encourage
the students to learn subjectively and let them become more sensible and expressive.

The study revealed that each method book has its advantages and disadvantages. Therefore, it will
become important to consider developing an original method book that can be used at childcare worker
training schools based on the outcome of the present study.

Keywords: childcare worker training school, music education, beginners of piano,
Beyer’s elementary instruction book for the piano, piano method books
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