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Developmental Process of the Community Work in a Life History of
“Parents as a Party” to a Person with Developmental Disabilities

Kuniko Tsuzan

< Abstract >

In this paper, which is based on an interview with a mother who was a "parent as a party" to a
person with developmental disabilities, who describes the changes as a life history related to her
child’s upbringing and the developmental process of community work, how this related to the notion
of “parents as a party” is examined. As a consideration, it was shown that “parents as a party” had
been driving the institutionalization of the formal support for people with developmental disabilities,
and encouraged cooperation with others. In addition, it was clarified that their cooperation was
based on "communicative action” (Ono 2014). Finally, the meaning of being parents of such people
with developmental disabilities working with others as "parents as a party" while engaged in
community work is discussed.

Keywords: parents as a party, developmental disabilities, life history, community work,
cooperation
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